It has ever been an object of zealous research with medical inquirers to ascertain the exact extent of the existence of individual diseases in particular situations, the ratio of fatality by each disease, and the proportional mortality which occurs among the population of a certain district of country, or class of people. Statements of this kind possess much interest, by affording the means of comparing the prevalence of diseases, and their consequences, in different parts of the world, or even in the same district at different periods. In civil life, the requisite data for compiling returns sufficiently exact and comprehensive to fulfil the above desirable objects, can rarely or never be procured. Much 
